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Think Twice About Spraying for 


Mosquitoes 


Nicole Netherton 


the mosquitoes. Mosquitoes are (statistically) the world’s deadli- 


Ps the only thing I dread more than the summer heat are 


est animal, causing illness and death for hundreds of thousands 
of people across the world every year. (Not all mosquitoes bite humans, 
and many species are pollinators themselves, as well as food for many 
other creatures in the food chain, but I digress.) 


Taking steps to control them in your yard is a reasonable idea, but hir- 
ing a mosquito control company to spray your yard causes more harm 
than good. Not only is it not the most effective way to control these 
insects, but it can have harmful environmental effects. 


Wildlife Migrations 
Close to Home 
Elaine Robbins 


This month is a great time to join people 
at the Congress Avenue bridge to watch 
Austin’s colony of 1.5 million free-tailed 
bats fly out from their roost each evening 
at dusk. It’s an attraction that draws peo- 
ple worldwide and contributes $10 mil- 
lion to the local economy. But here in 
Allandale, we can see spectacular migra- 
tions closer to home. Some 2 billion 
birds boot-scoot through Texas in late 
summer and fall—more than in any 
other state. We're also on the fall migra- 
tion route of monarch butterflies. So 
grab your family and friends and check 
out some of these great migrations. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 


Get Ready for the 
November 5 Election 
Ranleigh Hirsh 


Tuesday, November 5, 2024, is our next 
election; it is a big one. You will vote for 
the 47th President of the United States. 
In Texas, you must be registered to vote 
before the election. You can vote in per- 
son during early voting or on election 
day or apply to vote by mail, called Bal- 
lot by Mail. Check out VoteTravis.com 


for more details. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 
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Open Letter to Allandale 


Allandale Neighborhood Association 


The Allandale Neighborhood Association is excited to host mayoral and 
District 7 Council member candidate forums to help you familiarize your- 
self with the candidates and their positions. The dates and locations are still 
being finalized, but they will take place in early to mid-October and be held 
in or near Allandale. 


We want to ensure the candidates address the questions and issues most 
pressing to you. Please email us your concerns, needs, and/or worries about 
Allandale and the Austin community in general to 
allandale.neighborhood@gmail.com. We will make every effort to ensure 
the forum addresses the topics that truly matter to our community. 


We will keep you informed of the final dates and times for the forums via 
email, our neighborhood listserv, signs, website (allandaleneighbor.com), 
and our social media channels. We encourage you to share this information 
with neighbors and make plans to attend the forums. Your attendance will 
demonstrate to the candidates that our neighborhood is engaged in the 
democratic process and that we expect them to address our needs with sin- 
cerity and dedication. 


Lastly, we cannot stress enough the importance of voting in the November 5 
elections. Each vote counts, and your participation matters in shaping the 
future of our community. Please make sure you are registered to vote and 
that your voter registration is current. You can check your registration status 
at the Texas Secretary of State’s My Voter Portal: bit.ly/3Sx43Fg 


If youre not registered, the voter registration deadline is October 7 for the 
November 5 election. You can register to vote online and in person (Allan- 
dale has several Volunteer Deputy Registrars who can help you register). You 
can also register to vote by mail, but it must be postmarked no later than 


October 7. 


We look forward to your input for the candidate forums and to seeing you 
there. Together, we can ensure that our neighborhood's voice is strong and 
that our city leaders are responsive to the needs of all residents. 
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ASKRACHEL 
NATION Clients come first, plain and simple. 


HOLDINGS PROPERTIES Your trusted advisor with market expertise. 
Rachel Nation, Broker Realtor 
Living in Allandale since 1996. 


RACHEL@RACHELNATION.COM 


Why Choose Powers 
Property Group? 
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of Allandale & Austin 
# Personalized Service, 


Every Step z 
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Let us empower you into your next 
move! 
https://powerspropertygrouptx.com 
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CONSTRUCTION 


Trust us 
because we're 
FAMILY, use us 
because we’re 
GREAT! 


Free Estimates on 
New A/C Systems 


Fast 7-Day A/C 


Repairs $ 
Energy Audits 


Duct Repair & 
Replacement 


Home & Handyman 
Repairs 

Remodels & 
Additions 

Senior Accessibility 
Upgrades 
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A-PLUS AIR CONDITIONING 


& HOME SOLUTIONS 


Cooling - Heating - Home Repairs - Remodels 


Independence Day in Allandale 
Mary Fero 


The annual tradition of the Allandale parade continued this 
Fourth of July as it has for many years. It was bigger than last 
year with more participants. Our neighbors found their places 
along Bullard Drive well in advance and by the time the parade 


began at 9:00 am, there was hardly a spare piece of curb to be 
found. 


This year's parade featured Girl and Boy Scouts, classic cars, 
Allandale's beloved revolutionary reenactors, and even some 
political muscle in the form of our District 7 city council can- 
didates. The fierce competition between Yellowpine Terrace 
with their Yellowpine Submarine float and Silverleaf Drive with 
their Sailboat float drove the judge to despair in finding a win- 
ner. The judge declared a draw this year, too. 


$25 OFF 


Any A/C repair or 
handyman service 


Painting & Staining 


Drywall & Popcorn To the joy of all, the worst of the summer heat stayed at bay 


Removal over $250 


$ 


m not be combined with other 
offers. Expires Decemba 31, 


Decks & Fences / 
Install & Repairs 


Check our website for 
additional offers 


www.AplusAC.com 


202: 


Some of our youngest neighbors carrying the banner 


4 


through the morning, so neighbors could enjoy their ice cream, 
coffee, and breakfast tacos at the Gullet Elementary field after- 
wards. 


We look forward to seeing you at the same time and place next 
year! A big thank you to our sponsors: Ruth Powers Real 
Estate for bringing back Kona Ice, Amy’s Ice Creams, Burnet 
Go-To, Voodoo Doughnut, Taco Shack, and Texas Chil- 
dren’s Urgent Care. 
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WE LOVE OUR 
SCHOOLS! 


First day of school for Austin 
ISD is August 20 


Parade participants bear the flags 


steer, ||) HEARTSONG 
an MUSIC 


www.HeartsongMusic.net (512) 371-9506 
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Election Day 


CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 


Key 2024 Dates 

Oct. 7: Last day to register to vote 

Oct 25: Last day to apply for a ballot by mail 
Oct 21 to Nov 1: Early voting 

Nov 5: Election Day 


Voter Registration. You must update your Voter Registration 
information every time you move or change your name. Visit 
VoteTravis.com and locate the Voter Lookup option to verify 
your registration information or to register to vote. 


Ballot by Mail. If you are 65 years or older; sick or disabled; 
going out of the county on election day and during early voting; 
expecting to give birth within three weeks before or after Elec- 
tion Day; or confined in jail but otherwise eligible, you can 
apply for a Ballot by Mail by downloading the application at 
VoteTravis.com. Look for the "Ballot by Mail" or "Ballot by 
Mail Lookup" option. The completed application must be 
mailed to Travis County Clerk — Elections Division P.O. Box 
149325 Austin, TX 78714-9325 on or before Oct 25. Voters at 
least 65 years old or disabled may submit an annual ballot by 
mail application starting on the first day of each calendar year. 
You can check the status of your Ballot by Mail on VoteTravis. 
com under the Ballot by Mail or Ballot by Mail Lookup option. 


oe . 
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Election Information. A good source for nonpartisan election 
information is available at the League of Women Voters of Texas 
(LWVTX) and the League of Women Voters Austin Area (LWV- 
AA). They invite every candidate in each race to provide infor- 
mation for their voters’ guide. The printed guide can be used at 
the voting booth. Mobile electronic devices are prohibited in the 
voting booth, but state law allows you to take a printed Voters 
Guide into the voting booth. 


Get Involved. Become an election worker. Participate in the 


e 


FThey sure are handy when 
» you smile. So keep your 


teeth around a while! 


- Dr. Seuss 


® ‘Book With Us Today! * 


Family Owned and Operated 


for over 50 years. 


dental.com 
b 
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inner workings of our democratic election process at Travis 
County. You can work one day, two weeks, or more. Many 
paid election positions are available, including early voting poll 
worker, election day poll worker, student poll worker, ballot by 
mail clerk, call center representative, box truck driver, supply 
preparation worker, voting equipment technician, and trainer. 
Go to VoteTravis.com and look for the Become an Election 
Worker option. 


Voter Registration Certificate/Card. It provides the district 
number and details of the political subdivisions for each elected 
position you vote for. Receiving your Vote Registration Card in 
the mail indicates that you are a registered Texas voter with a 
unique voter ID number (VUID). The Voter Registration Cer- 
tificate/Card is not a valid ID for voting. 


You need to bring one of the seven approved photo IDs to 
vote: a Texas driver's license; a Texas Election Identification 
Certificate (EIC); a Texas identification card issued by the 
Department of Public Safety (DPS); a Texas handgun license 
issued by DPS; US military identification card with visible 
photograph; US citizenship certificate with visible photograph; 
or a US passport (book or card). 


Visit VoteTravis.com, and locate the Voter Lookup option to 
verify your registration information. 


Graham College Compass 


Having helped hundreds of students 
navigate college admissions, Austin-based 
Graham College Compass understands the 
importance of a process tailored to you. 


GrahamCollegeCompass.com 
Susan@GrahamCollegeCompass.com 


Schedule a Free 
Consultation! 


i Allandale 
~ Resident 


VOTER REGISTRATION 
CERTIFICATE/CARD 


The precinct number 
of where you live 


An example voter registration card 


State Senate district 


Congressional district 


School district j 


School board 
member district 


Justice of 
the Peace 
precinct/ 
Constable 
precinct 


County Commissioner 
precinct 


State House district 


State Board 
of Education 
district 


City Council 
district 


Which city 
you may 
vote in 
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Mosquitoes 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 


Airborne spray targeting adult mosquitoes is much less effective 
than targeting the larvae before they can bite us! The most wide- 
ly used mosquito control sprays are highly toxic to other insects, 
including many pollinators and beneficial insects like bees, but- 
terflies, moths, caterpillars, ladybugs, lightning bugs, and drag- 
onflies. Many of these companies use a class of pesticides called 
pyrethrins, a natural compound derived from chrysanthemums, 
and pyrethroids, synthetic versions of these chemicals. Yes, these 
pesticides are approved by the EPA, but they have negative con- 
sequences for local ecosystems. Despite marketing efforts to the 
contrary, they don’ only kill mosquitoes. With insect popula- 
tions plummeting worldwide, we can’t afford to cause harm to 
pollinators and other beneficial bugs. 


Some companies use organic solutions made from plant essential 
oils. Still, according to the Xerces Society (xerces.org), more 
study needs to be done on whether these chemicals are effective, 
much less if they affect the larvae of other insects. 


There is a better way! A cheap and effective method is to make a 
“Mosquito Bucket of Doom”-- providing an irresistible place for 
mosquitoes to breed and then treating it with a chemical that 
will keep the larvae from reaching bitey adulthood. If you 
remove all standing water on your property and provide the 
bucket, your breeding population will decrease. 


You need: 
» A bucket painted black or brown 
» Water 
» Straw or old leaves 
» Mosquito “dunks” or “bits” containing Bacillus 
Thuringiensis (BTi) 
» Chicken wire, a piece of screen, or a stick 


Fill the bucket halfway with water and add a handful of straw or 
old leaves. After a few days, this ferments into the perfect mos- 
quito breeding liquid. Then, add 4 of a mosquito dunk and 
cover it with the screen to keep other critters from getting 
trapped. (An escape stick can work as well; some people use a 
bucket lid with holes drilled in, big enough for insects but not 


Henderson 
Plumbing 


452-5963 


Licensed plumbing repair 


Clean, personal service 
29 years experience 
Drain cleaning 


452-5963 
Leave message 


for other creatures). Then, replace the dunk once a month and 
top off the water as needed. The best location for it is dappled 
sun/shade protected from the wind. 


This treatment does not have to be broadcast in the air, does not 
run off into our watershed, and kills (only!) mosquitoes before 
they are old enough to bite. It is more effective at stopping the 
breeding cycle than targeting adult mosquitoes. 


I am lucky enough to see lightning bugs in my yard each sum- 
mer- lers help them thrive in the neighborhood by giving up 
the yard spray and forming a Mosquito Bucket of Doom bri- 
gade. Imagine what a difference our neighbors could make for 
biodiversity! 


Source information here: 
blog.nwf. org/2020/09/what-you-need-to-know-before-spray- 
ing-for-mosquitoes 


Let Us Hear From 
You! 


We love for readers to submit 
ideas and articles. 


newsallandale@gmail.com 
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Allandale Quick Bites: Snarfing, Zombie 
Foxes, and the Whataburger Art 


Robert Mace 


Lots of new eating opened since last issue: Snarf’s Sandwiches at 
7301 Burnet began serving meats in late June, and our first nib- 
bles have been rewarding. Toastique at 2620 Perseverance Drive 
began toasting at the end of June, and the Grove Wine Bar & 
Kitchen at 7719 Woodhollow Drive began pulling corks at the 
end of June as well (a note for the anti-Grovers: the Grove is not 
at The Grove). Yet another late June opening was buzzy Pedro- 
so’s Pizza inside LaLa’s at 2207 Justin Lane (trailerchompers 
need not worry: their trailer is still open at 8315 Burnet). The 
location with Cheri Coffee & Flowers and My Sweetish Friend 
at 6722 Burnet officially became a trailer park with the addition 
of Asado’s Taqueria. 


FoxTrot is back from the dead and will reopen some of its Aus- 
tin locations, but no word about ours at 4818 Burnet Rd. I 
peeked in the window, and there were a lot of numbers on 
everything in there, so who knows? According to a post at that 
cesspool known as NextDoor.com, Fonda San Miguel is opening 
a breakfast bakery next door in the Frida building. And Kesos 
Tacos is taking over the location vacated by Taco Shack at 3901 
Spicewood Springs. Black Gold Craft Meats & Cocktails at 
1521 West Anderson Lane is getting closer to completion. Final- 
ly, there are signs of work beginning at H-Mart at 5222 Burnet. 
ChefSuite is still not officially open. Dog Day Coffee at 8440 


WE ANA 


Burnet is confirmed and is in the works. Ling Wu is really close 
to opening. 


CultureMap tagged Eli Rodriguez of Bufalina Due as Rising Star 
Chef of the Year and named Sarah McIntosh of épicerie the Pas- 
try Chef of the Year. Our stomachhood had three pizza slingers 
in a Yelp listicle as among the top 100 pizza joints in the US 
(Home Slice at #11, Little Deli & Pizzeria at #71, and Pint- 
house at #88). Eater Austin posted an article on where to eat 
and drink in Allandale and inexplicitly omitted épicerie, as well 
as overlooking the overlooked Dos Batos and Austin’s Very Own 
Saltt. In other news, the Whataburger Museum of Art opened 
on Instagram. And finally, Matt Odam, Austin’s second-best 
food writer, appropriately nabbed second place for his culinary 
cuniforming from the Society for Features Journalism. 


A hot-linked article is available at austinwanderlist.com 


X We Y Allandale! * 


STAY COOL BY PICKING UP FAJITAS & TACO KITS FOR DINNER! 
MARGARITAS TO-GO FOR YOUR BACK YARD PARTY! 
LUNCH & DINNER AT 34TH STREET CAFE! 


SANTA 


COMPLIMENTARY 
NACHOS 


RITA 


ATX X CANTINA 


512 419-7482 
santaritacantina.com 
1206 West 38th St 


5 EA 
CAFE 


? WINE BAR 


512-371-3400 
34thstreetcafe.com 
1005 West 34th St 


KIDS MENU 
OFFERED 
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Camp Out 


Robert E. Mace 


After Fat City went skinny up, the food-slinging space at Yard 
Bar sat empty until the owners pitched the tent poles in Octo- 
ber 2023 for Camp Out, a glamping food concept. Painted 
Coleman Green with picnic tables, fire pits, lanterns, and cast- 
iron griddles, Camp Out delivers the outback experience but 
with a full bar and a menu conjured by Candace Landberg, for- 
merly of Cenote. 


For a space no bigger than a doghouse, the Camp Out kitchen 
produces a howlingly good array of dishes more fitting for a doi- 
ly-draped downtown dinner than a picnic table. The All Nighter 
Burger (espresso rubbed 44 Farms beef patty, smoked gouda, 
sauteed onion, BBQ sauce, garlic aioli, with fries or side salad; 
$15) was a darn decent burger kaleidoscoped with flavor I’ve 
never experienced out in the sticks. The Cluck Norris (panko- 
breaded fried chicken, brioche bun, dill pickles, cabbage slaw, 
cilantro aioli, and habanero jam; $15) warrants a permanent 
place on the menu instead of special status. The Ruidoso Caesar 
(grilled romaine heart, cherry tomato pico, Parmesan cheese, 
garlic toasted sourdough, grilled chicken, and Caesar dressing; 
$15), another special, prompted oohs and aahs from The Bride 
at the presentation and leaf quality (The Bride is anti-nub). The 
Truffle Fries (parmesan, parsley, garlic aioli; $8) were thinly 
sliced, perfectly fried, and deliciously tossed. 


Since we are currently on an Old Fashioned kick, I tried Camp 
Out’s version (Still Austin Bourbon, Vanilla demerara, Angostu- 
ra bitters; $10) and found it way too bourbon forward, the 
harshness of the alcohol dominating the palate. Most of Camp 
Out’s cocktails, at least on the camping side of the box, are on 
tap, except for the New Yorkie Sour and the Hooked On Tonics. 
The Bride tried the canned Rose by Bev and found it lacking. 
We both agreed that it is probably best to drink beers while 
camping instead of partaking in that “fancy stuff” the yuppies 
on Green Lawn drink. 


Given that this is a private dog park, dogs are, of course, wel- 
come, with table-side water bowls and a few menu items “for 
the pups,” including Chicken & Cakes, Waffle Cone, and How- 
lin Hash Brown, all of which sound good enough for a human 
to eat. There’s also a menu (and playscape) for the rugrats if you 
have a few of those. Sadly, there is nothing on the menu for 
cats, which is perhaps why we didn’t see any. 


Dining is al fresco with many tables under a large awning, fans 
stalactited from the ceiling. We were a little cold during our last 
visit, but with summer rasping at the tent flaps, those misty fans 
will be deeply appreciated. Despite two misses on the adult bevs, 
we left happy campers, looking forward to our next Camp Out. 


Camp Out, 6700 Burnet Road, (512) 900-3773. For a full-col- 
or review, please visit austinwanderlist.com 


Unlock your Allandale home’s potential 


with 


Powers Property Group ai ja 


With over 30 years of expertise in Austin's 
real estate market and a MBA professional 
leading the way, trust us to deliver accurate 
insights and exceptional service. 


Ruth E. Powers Evonne Gottsch 
512.964.3434 512.810.3189 


info@powerspg.com 
powerspropertygrouptx.com 


Powers Property Group 


BRAMLETT PARTNERS 


Take advantage of our exclusive 


"What Is Your Home Worth?" offer today! 
Whether buying, selling, or simply exploring, let 


Powers Property Group 
be your trusted guide. 
Contact us now 


to claim your offer and begin your journey 


home! 
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Lettuce Recycle! 


Dena Houston 


Summertime... 
And the recycling ís easy 


Summer is a wonderful time of year, but it also presents some 
recycling challenges. Here are some ideas to make your sum- 
mertime recycling easier. 


With the kids home from school, there is so much more of 
everything—more trash, more plastic water bottles, more snack 
bags, and more soft drink cans and bottles. Below is a list of 
areas with recycling challenges. 


Swimming Pools 

If your family has a swimming pool, you have many pool-relat- 
ed items to deal with. Below is a list of those that can go to the 
Recycle & Reuse Drop-Off Center. 


» Plastic kiddie pools and hard plastic pool toys that are no 
longer used 

» Plastic chairs and furniture 

» Pool chemicals 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 
Toastique, on Perserverance Drive 
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because every ¢ i) 


learns dance best when they 
are driven by imagination! 
CLASSES FOR AGES 2-17 KEA FOR MORE INFORMATION 


Baji ; (512)-419-7611 
allet - Jazz - Tap z WWW.AUSTIN-DANCE.ORG 
Hip Hop - Modern - Acro @DANCEDISCOVERYOFAUSTIN 
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Fireflies (or is it 
Lightning Bugs?) 
Wizzie Brown 


What do you call those flashing beetles 
that light up in the summertime? Is it a 
firefly or a lightning bug? Different areas 
of the U.S. call these beetles one or the 
other or, sometimes, use the terms inter- 
changeably. Fireflies and lightning bugs 
refer to beetles in the family Lampyridae. 


I recently visited my family in Ohio and 
returned somewhat to my childhood, 
giddy over the number of fireflies I dis- 
covered emerging with their gentle flash- 
ing patterns at dusk. Yes, I ran around 
like an idiot catching them, but after 
photos were released. 


Larvae are nocturnal and feed on small 
animals, including snails. Larvae prefer 
moist environments, with some being 
subterranean or semi-aquatic. Some larvae 
can emit short glows, which warn preda- 
tors that they are distasteful. Adult beetles 
are around half an inch long, slender, and 
soft-bodied. They have a shield-like struc- 
ture, the pronotum, which covers their 
head from above. The last few abdominal 
segments may be modified to emit light, 
but not all Lampyridae are biolumines- 
cent. 


Some fireflies are bioluminescent, which 
means they have a chemical reaction 
within their body, causing them to light 
up. Light is produced when fireflies com- 
bine oxygen with calcium, adenosine tri- 
phosphate (ATP), and the chemical lucif- 
erin in the presence of luciferase, a biolu- 
minescent enzyme. Light from a firefly 
does not give off heat, which is important 
to ensure the beetle's survival. Fireflies 
control light flashing by controlling the 
oxygen that reacts with other chemicals 
needed to produce light. 


Adults use flash patterns to identify those 
of the same species and determine the 
location of the opposite sex. Female fire- 
flies choose their mates based upon flash 
pattern characters; males with higher flash 
rates and increased flash intensity are pre- 
ferred. Adults feed on nectar, pollen, and 
other fireflies, or many do not feed. One 
group of females in the genus Photuris 
lure in males from the genus Photinus by 
mimicking the flash pattern of female 
Photinus. When the male comes in to 
mate, instead of mating, he is eaten. It is 
thought that disappearing habitats, along 
with light pollution, are playing a part in 
the decline of fireflies. 


How can you help fireflies? Turn off lights 
at night to help reduce light pollution 
(you'll get the added benefit of fewer 
insects being drawn to areas where they 


can possibly get into your house). Create 
water features in your landscape to pro- 
vide areas of moisture required for larvae. 
Target pesticide usage and make wise pes- 
ticide choices to reduce the possibility of 
affecting non-target organisms. 


For more information or help with iden- 
tification, contact Wizzie Brown, Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Service Pro- 
gram Specialist: ebrown@ag.tamu.edu. 


This work is supported in part by the 
Crop Protection and Pest Management, 
Extension Implementation Program 
[award no. 2021- 70006-35347/project 
accession no. 1027036] from the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture. 


The information given herein is for educa- 
tional purposes only. Reference to commer- 
cial products or trade names is made with 
the understanding that no discrimination is 
intended and no endorsement by Texas 
AgriLife Extension Service or the Texas 
AgriLife Research is implied. 


Extension programs serve people of all ages 
regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, 
sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
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We are Hunter and Julia Maloy. We live in Allandale, and just like you, our 
home was hit with hail in the recent storm. We are the proud owners of 
PROSPERITY ROOFING, helping friends and neighbors since 2010. Contact 
us and we will help you through the insurance process after the storm, giving 
you peace of mind. 


WHY CHOOSE US? SERVICES 
*Local Allandale family *FREE roof inspection & estimate 
*A+ BBB rating *Roof repair 
*5 Star Google reviews *Roof replacement 
*Insured *Gutters 


*Awarded 2023 & 2024 Best of the Best 
*Certified shingle installer 


We look forward to doing business with you! 
Hunter Maloy - owner 
office - 512-810-1747 


website - www.prosperityroofs.com 
Instagram - prosperity_roofs 


Google A+ 
5.0 tok kok eogh 


www.allandaleneighbor.com 


13 


Lettuce Recycle! 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11 


Many other pool toys like beach balls, floatie wings, pool noo- 
dles, and floating pool toys cannot be recycled and must go into 
the trash can. 


Arts and Crafts 

My kids loved all kinds of craft projects during the summer. 
AustinCreativeReuse.org is a great place to find all kinds of sup- 
plies for these projects. It is also a great place to take some craft 
supplies that are no longer used. 


If you have dried-out markers, you can turn them into watercol- 
or paint. Here is the website to see how this is done: kidcreate. 
com/blog?post=go-green-recycle-old-dried-out markers-into- 
paint 


Recycling and Composting Projects 

Summer is a great time to get the kids more involved in recy- 
cling by encouraging them to recycle properly. More recycling 
collection bins could be placed inside and outside the house (by 
the pool, for example). Also, the family could start a backyard 
compost bin. Link: austintexas.gov/homecompostguide 


Removes up to 
7x more plaque 
than a manual 
toothbrush 


Fe aA 
Shoal Creek 


SMILE STUDIO 


Travel Recycling 

When traveling by car, finding a recycling receptacle is not 
always easy. Since roadside rest areas in Texas don't have them, 
put a recycling collection bag in the car and save items until you 
find the next recycling collection can or return home. If you stay 
in a cabin, go camping, or stay in some remote area, the same 
situation often exists — a lack of places for recyclables. The same 
solution applies: Collect recyclables until you can find a proper 
recycling bin or take them home. 


More Travel Recycling Ideas 

» Carry reusable bags for shopping. Many places (especially 
in Europe) either charge for bags or don’t even provide 
them. 

» Carry a refillable water bottle. This reduces plastic waste. 
Also, refillable bottles often are insulated. 

» Carry non-plastic eating utensils. Take a fork, serrated 
knife, and spoon for each person. 

» Use plastic containers for restaurant leftovers, etc. They are 
easily washed and are a great way to pack delicate souve- 
nirs for the trip home. 


New Info from the Recycle & Reuse Drop-Off Center 

The RRDOC no longer accepts Amazon plastic mailers in its 
plastic collection bins because its vendor no longer accepts 
them. However, plastic mailers can still be taken to the plastic 
bag collection bins at most grocery stores. 


FREE SONICARE 
TOOTHBRUSH 


CALL OR TEXT 512-459-7811 
TOBOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT 
OR 
SCAN HERE TO BOOK 


5017 Bull Creek Rd 
Austin, TX 78731 
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Q&A 

Should I use a compost bag for my trash to avoid using a plastic 
trash bag? No. Compost bags are not a good alternative. These 
bags will not compost in a landfill because landfills do not get 
hot enough to make compost. Also, compost bags are not very 
sturdy and can break open easily. Finally, they cost a lot more 
than plastic trash bags. If you are concerned about using too 
much plastic, put your trash into paper bags instead. Research- 
ing this question made me wonder what we did with our trash 
before plastic bags were invented. I grew up in the 50s and 60s; 
we just used the paper bags that we got our groceries in from 
the grocery store. Paper bags can work well if there is not a lot 
of food yuck. If you compost in your green compost cart, there 
should be little yuck in the trash can. 


Please remember: Do not bag your recyclables. When in doubt, 
throw it out! 


Here is a very informative City of Austin recycling website: 
austintexas.gov/what-do-i-do 


Stay tuned for future tips, including creative ways to recycle or 
reuse. If you have any questions or recycling ideas, please send 
them to denahouston3309 @gmail.com 


Help out a neighbor ™ Pick up litter Œ Spay/neuter your 
pets ™ Plantflowers ™ Volunteer ™ Use our trails, 
parks, and greenways ™ Conserve water @ Drive care- 
fully æ Have a block party ™ Attend a neighborhood meet- 
ing @ VOTE! @ Flip over an upturned turtle W Observe 
the speed limit Œ Take walks around the neighborhood W 
Pick up after your pets Œ Keep bicycle lanes open @ Join 

ANA #® Donate household 

items & Report potholes 


3-1-1 @ Say hello to your 


Take Pride In 
our 
Neighborhood 


neighbor Help outa 
neighbor @ Pickuplitter ™ 
Spay/neuter your pets W 
Plant flowers ™ Volunteer 
@ Use our trails, parks, and 
greenways Conserve 
water @ Drive carefully ™@ Have a block party ™ Attend 
VOTE! E 


upturned turtle Œ Observe the speed limit ™ Take walks 


a neighborhood meeting W Flip over an 
around the neighborhood Œ Pickup after your pets ™ Keep 
E JoinANA # Donate household 


Report potholes 3-1-1 m 


bicycle lanes open 


items m Say hello to your 


neighbor Æ Flip over an upturned turtle @ Use our trails, 


parks, and greenways a Conserve water 


Day of Discovery: Sat., Nov. 9 


Julie Peckham 


Save the date! The United Women in Faith from St. John’s 
UMC is hosting a Day of Discovery. All proceeds from this 
event will support local, national, and international charitable 
work. The day will include opportunities to pay for excellent 
classes for adults, teens, or adults with children. The one and 
two-hour classes will include Drawing on the Right Side of the 
Brain, Pottery, Weaving, Exercise for seniors, Attracting pollina- 
tors, Growing mushrooms, Canning, Knitting, and Crafts and 
Music for young children. Watch for more information and 
registration opportunities to come. For now, pencil in Novem- 


ber 9 for our Day of Discovery. 


Begin Your 
Family’s Coding 
Adventure! 


Learn 3D Game Dev or Python! 


Q Adults 


[MCP] welcome! 


www.mycodingplace.com 
(512) 593-2729 


Did you know? 
The Texas River Cooter can only be found 
right here in Central TX! 
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Sunflowers Love This Heat! 


Susan Morrison 


Birds must have dropped seeds from the backyard feeders in our front yard, and a crop 
of 9-foot-tall sunflowers exploded this summer. We were curious how they would grow 
through the heat and have been pleased with the wildlife supported by this volunteer 
crop. 


First came the abundant yellow flowers, followed by hundreds of honey bees, then 
Border Patch caterpillars, then dozens of butterflies. Now, small birds are devouring 
the seeds. We are glad we didn’t treat the sunflowers as weeds. Accommodating the 
sunflowers saved us from mowing part of our yard and became a focus of interest, as 
well as shade for our grass in this heat. A very symbiotic experiment indeed! 


Let’s do what we can to help the bees, fauna, and flora in Allandale. The highest tem- 
peratures are predicted for August and September, and our native trees and plants seem 


Let Us Hear to fare the best. 


From You! 
We'd love for readers 
to submit ideas and 
articles. 
newsallandale@gmail.com 
BIA 
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| YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD REALTOR — BRIENDEY NEIGHBORHOOD REALTOR 


“Before we flew into Texas to actually look at 
homes, Stacy emailed us options. We gave her 
feedback. When we arrived, we had 10 days 
to buy a home. She picked us up every 
morning and showed us properties every day 
until we found our new home. We put an offer 
in that day and it was accepted. We spent the 
rest of our time visiting our new area, enjoying 
Texas. She made the process fun! ” - A.M. 


I’M RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER! 


Stacy Sass 
LICENSE #7 83371 


(512) 643-8445 
STACY@VOLTREALESTATE.COM 
WWW.VOLTREALESTATE.COM REALTOR 
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Nothing Bundt Cakes! 


Robert Mace 


When the head beancounter for The Bride’s company came to 
town recently, she arrived with mini bundt cakes. Well, OK. 
The Bride didn’t partake, but she brought one home, a red vel- 
vet with a cloud of frosting on top. After dinner, we carefully 
sliced the tiny bundt in half (although I contend that we 
should split proportionally according to weight, she, surpris- 
ingly for an engineer, doesn’t see it that way). After the first 
bite, both of our eyes lit up. Holy gugelhupf! That was a dang 
good mini bundt cake! After some sleuthing the next evening, 
we found the source: Nothing Bundt Cakes. 


Hmm...Nothing Bundt Cakes. On one hand, the name 
sounds somewhat existential, like something Jean-Paul Sartre 
or Yukio Mishima would bake for yet another meaningless 
birthday (Mishima would be good at slicing). On the other 
hand, the name is probably a pun meant to read “Nothing But 
Cakes.” Since cake is all they sell, we'll roll with the pun rather 
than the phenomenology, although a goth girl did visit the 
store while we were there (“Get the snickerdoodle,” she said). 


But what cake it is! The Secret Recipe is supposed to include 
sour cream, giving the cake a glistening moistness. No bundt 
cracks here! The cream cheese frosting sings in perfect harmony 
with the cake, creating tongue-blowing forkfuls of flavor 
bombs. 


Started in 1997 in Las Vegas by Dena Tripp and Debbie 
Shwetz, their bundt cake empire (who knew?) now extends to 
more than 500 storefronts in the US and Canada (!!!). The 
cakes come in three sizes: the cupbundts weve enjoyed, medi- 
um bundts, and then the “I like big bundts, and I cannot lie.” 
The medium and big bundts have streams of frosting that run 
down their sides in an almost carnal, comical, alienesque kinda 
way that seems straight from an SNL skit. But I assure you, 
dear readers, it is all too real. 


Anywho, these frosted cakes are a bundt-load of fun. We often 
enjoy a glowing dusk and a gentle breeze weaving between trees 
adorned with chirping birds when one of us will turn to the 
other, smile lustily, and coo, “Remember that bundt cake we 
ate last month?” Indeed, we are bundt-heads now. 


nothingbundtcakes.com, various locations (ours is at 10225 
Research Blvd #330). Please visit austinwanderlist.com for a 
full-color review. 


Breakfast tacos! For you, 
your family, the teachers or 
work. We got you covered. 


Curbside & delivery, Tuesday - Sunday 
Breakfast: 9am-1pm 
Lunch/ Dinner: 11am -9pm 


3300 W. ANDERSON LN « AUSTIN, TX 


EldoradoCafeATX.com | 512.420.2222 


One of Nothing Bundt Cakes' many offerings 
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Migrations 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 


Purple Martins. Early August is the best time to watch one of 
nature’s most impressive spectacles: the nightly gathering of pur- 
ple martins. Before they make their annual migration to the 
Brazilian Amazon, purple martins gather in jaw-dropping num- 
bers at their pre-migratory roost. Each evening at 7:45 or 8, vast 
clouds of these songbirds swoop and circle in the sky. Around 
nightfall, they settle thickly into a row of trees to sleep with a 
few thousand of their closest friends. You can see this phenome- 
non nightly until late August, when the purple martins start to 
depart for their 4,000-mile journey to the Amazon rainforest. In 
recent years, the roosting spot has alternated between Capitol 
Plaza in Austin and the Frontera Shopping Center in Round 
Rock. Check the Travis Audubon website (travisaudubon.org) 
to find out where to see the birds this year. 


Chimney Swifts. During peak migration from mid-August to 
late October, chimney swifts sleep each night in communal 
roosts before they migrate to Peru. Show up at 7:45 or 8 pm to 
see them gather in the sky, swoop and swirl, then pitch head- 
long into a chimney to spend the night. Watch carefully, 
though: Some swifts, like reluctant children at bedtime, appear 


Purple martins in Round Rock earlier this year 


to dive in but veer off at the last second to fly some more. One 
great place to see the show is O. Henry Middle School on Expo- 
sition Boulevard. Sometimes, Travis Audubon hosts a chimney 
swift viewing even closer to Allandale at a secret location on the 
J.J. Pickle campus off Burnet Road. Check the Travis Audubon 
website to see if it’s being offered this year. 


Monarch Butterflies. Each October, millions of monarchs fly 
through Texas along the Central Flyway, a 300-mile-wide corri- 
dor straddling I-35, on their way to their overwintering site in 
Michoacan, Mexico. Austin’s peak migration period this year is 
October 7-20. Where can you go to see the monarchs come 
through? Head to the Ladybird Johnson Wildflower Center—or 
enjoy them in your garden if you've planted their favorite nectar 
plants, such as mistflower, autumn sage (Salvia greggi), sunflow- 
ers, or lantana. 


Hawks and Hummers. Austin isn’t on the direct migration 
route of hawks and ruby-throated hummingbirds. To see that 
show, youd need to head to the Hummingbird Festival in Rock- 
port (September 19-22) or the famous hawk migrations at 
Smith Point on Galveston Bay or Hazel Bazemore County Park 
in Corpus Christi. That’s where hundreds of thousands of hawks 
from across the country funnel down the Texas coast—broad- 
winged hawks, Swainson’s hawks, Mississippi kites, and more. 
But here in Austin, late summer and early fall is a good time to 
see a glimpse of that show. A few ruby-throated hummingbirds 
visit our feeder, and I like to watch hawks floating lazily on the 
thermals while ’m doing an equally lazy backstroke in my favor- 
ite pool. 


Sure, you can book a safari to the Serengeti to see the famous 
wildebeest migration. Or you can just enjoy some of the world’s 
greatest migrations right here in the ‘hood. 


Seeing an enormous Monarch never gets old 
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Take Pride in Our 


Neighborhood 


Allandale Neighborhood Association New or Renewal Membership. 


All residents within Allandale’s boundaries are welcome to Name 

join the Allandale Neighborhood Association. Annual dues 4 ddress 
are $20 per household or $10 (over age 55 household). Dues 
may be paid in advance for multiple years. Phone 


E-mail 


Membership rates: Q $20 dues per household Q $10 dues per age 55+ household 


Please make checks payable to: ANA m PO Box 10886 m Austin, TX 78766-1886 m 
Or join online via www.allandaleneighbor.com 


I am willing to serve on the following committees: Q Bylaws = Communications U Finance 0 Membership 


U Nominating O Parks U Safety Q) Zoning and Planning Q Other 


Get Involved with your Allandale Neighbor Newsletter 
Allandale Neighborhood Association 


Newsletter Submissions: Do you want to sub- 
mit an article to our newsletter on a subject of 
community interest? Here’s what you need to 
know! 


e All submissions require the approval of the 
Allandale Neighborhood Association presi- 


dent. 


e Submissions are due September 15 for our 
October edition, November 15 for our 
December edition and January 15 for our 
February 2025 edition. 


e Articles may be lightly edited for grammar, 
spelling, length, or clarity. Do not add any 
special formatting or bold text. Headings, 
subheadings, and paragraphs are fine. 


e Google Drive submissions are preferred. 
Email newsallandale@gmail.com if you need 
guidance on document formats and we will 
assist you. 
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Allandale Neighborhood PRSRT STD 


ECRWSS 


Association US. POSTAGE 
PO Box 10886 oe 


Austin, TX 78766-1886 


0d PLATINUM 
FRTOPSO | eso 


2024 FINALIST 


PROCTOR 
TEAM 


e Top 50 Austin Agent Finalist 2024 

14 Year Texas Monthly 5-Star Agent 

e 36 Combined Years Experience 

Allandale Residents since 2005 

e Austin Resident since 1978 

e Top Local Company (Realty Austin) 
w/ Top National Exposure (Compass) 

e Best of both worlds & 2 Agents in 1 


ChadProctor@RealtyAustin.com 
GabyProctor@RealtyAustin.com 


PHT 


Phone: 791-8114 


Bitane S Spot 


Painting / Remodeling 
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